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What is

ARMAGEDDON ?
Herbert W Armstrong

WE HEAR a great deal, nowadays, about "Armageddon."
Yet few know what it is!
Like most other topics of Biblical prophecy, what is
popularly taught on this subject has been accepted without
question by nearly everyone. And, as in most other
questions, the people have been turned away from the
truth and have unthinkingly embraced fables.
When World War I first broke out, many began excitedly to
proclaim: “This is the Armageddon war!" Again, many
confidently proclaimed that World War II was the war that
would end at Armageddon.

A popular conception now is that “Armageddon" is the
prophesied last battle of a coming war between the
democratic Western World and Communist Russia. It will
supposedly be a battle between atheistic Communist
Russia on the one side, attacking Jerusalem with the
British and American armies on the other side, defending it.
And at the precise instant of this final colossal battle, the
second coming of Christ is to occur.
But is this common conception true?
What IS " Armageddon" ?
The word "Armageddon," strange as it may seem, occurs
only once in all the Bible. It is found in Revelation 16:16.
Let's look at it. Begin with the 13th verse of this chapter:
“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the
mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast,
and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the
spirits of demons, working miracles, which go forth unto the
kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to
the battle of the great day of God Almighty. ( Behold, I
come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth
his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame.)
And he [another translation is "they''] gathered them
together, into a place called in the Hebrew tongue,
ARMAGEDDON [marginal reading "Har Magedon"]."

The awesome power of a hydrogen bomb — a symbol
for many people of ARMAGEDDON!

1

First, notice that "Armageddon" is a Hebrew word, not an
English word. Actually, the Hebrew word is "Har Magedon"
or "Har Megiddo." In the Hebrew, the H's are usually not
pronounced, and so are often omitted in the spelling in
English. Megiddo is in the Valley of Jezreel, some 70 miles
northwest of Jerusalem, just in from the port of Haifa.
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The Hebrew prefix "Har" means
"fortified," or "fortified hill." Between
World War I and World War II the
British fortified Haifa at a cost of many
millions of dollars. Consequently,
Megiddo (or Magedon) has now
become, in fact, ARMAGEDDON!

Secondly, notice the battle in question
is actually stirred up, not by men or
nations alone, but by spirits - three
spirits - and they are unclean spirits or
demon spirits. (The word "devils" in the
King James Version ought to be
rendered demons.) These spirits
INFLUENCE the leaders of the nations
- deceiving them - stirring them to this
battle.
These unclean spirits come out of the
mouths of the DRAGON, the BEAST,
and the FALSE PROPHET. What is the
Bible definition of these three powers?
The Three Unclean Spirits
The DRAGON is interpreted by the
Bible as the devil or Satan (Rev. 12:9).
The BEAST according to the Bible is
the political leader of the Babylonish
system, pictured in Daniel 7, Revelation
13 and 17. The BEAST is yet to appear
in Europe for a final revival of fascism to
head the last rebirth of the Roman
Empire - a United States of Europe that
will startle this world!
The FALSE PROPHET is the religious
or ecclesiastical leader who shall, in the
near future, be associated in a mutual
working agreement with this final
restoration of the Roman Empire.
The three unclean spirits come out of
the mouths of these three - the devil,
the "beast" and the "false prophet." In I
Kings 22:21 - 23 we find unclean spirits,
lying spirits, in the mouths of the false
prophets in ancient Israel. Those spirits
so completely deceived the ministers of
that day that the demons or lying spirits
actually talked through the mouths of
the prophets. So the three unclean
spirits mentioned in Revelation will
possess the beast and the false
prophet and use their mouths

to utter lies to deceive the nations.
" Battle of Armageddon" ?
And now, thirdly, notice the NAME of
the battle to which the spirits cause the
armies of the nations to be gathered.
This is most important! The text does
not speak of any "BATTLE of
Armageddon" at all! It is the "BATTLE
OF THE GREAT DAY OF GOD
ALMIGHTY."
"ARMAGEDDON" is the place where
the armies gather. But the BATTLE is
not called "Armageddon." It is the
"BATTLE of the GREAT DAY OF GOD
ALMIGHTY."
The "Great Day of God Almighty" is, of
course, the great "DAY of the LORD" as
it is spoken of in so many prophecies in
both Old and New Testament
Scriptures. And what is the "Day of the
Eternal"?
"The great day of the Eternal is near
that day is a day of WRATH, a day of
trouble and distress, a day of
wasteness and desolation, a day of
darkness and gloominess, a day of
clouds and thick darkness" ( Zephaniah
1:14.15). "The day of the Eternal's
anger" we read in Zeph. 2:2.
Notice that the battle of the Great Day
of God Almighty comes as a climax to a
time when the whole earth has been
rendered waste and desolate by the
wholesale destruction of war.
"Alas for the day! for the day of the
Eternal is at hand, and as a destruction
from the Almighty shall it come.'' The
Almighty sends it! It is the Great Day of
God Almighty! It is a day of
DESTRUCTION - and God sends the
destruction!
"Behold, the day of the Eternal cometh .
. . For I will gather all nations against
Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall
be taken, and the houses rifled, and the
women ravished; and half of the city
shall go forth into captivity, and the
residue of the people shall not be cut
off from the city. THEN SHALL THE

ETERNAL GO FORTH, AND FIGHT
AGAINST THOSE NATIONS, as when
he fought in the day of battle. And his
feet shall stand in that day upon the
mount of Olives, which is before
Jerusalem on the east (Zechariah 14:l 4). This is the climactic BATTLE of the
Great Day of God Almighty!

Is It the TRIBULATION?
Is this Great Day of the Eternal, then,
the prophesied "Great Tribulation"?
No! It follows the Great Tribulation.
Notice Joel 2: 31: "The sun shall be
turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and terrible DAY
OF THE ETERNAL come." The DAY
OF THE ETERNAL is the time of the
plagues sent from God. It is the time of
His WRATH, the time of his
supernatural intervening in this
wholesale slaughter and destruction by
man. But God will not send this
PUNISHMENT upon a sinning world
until He has WARNED THEM. First, He
will send terrific supernatural SIGNS in
the sun, the moon and the stars. There
shall be great tidal waves, earthquakes,
convulsions of nature that shall throw
men - who know not God and these
prophecies - into frantic terror, thinking
the "WORLD IS COMING TO AN END"
(Rev. 6:12 - 17; Luke 21:25 - 26).
All this follows the Great Tribulation.
You will find the final Great Tribulation
described in Matthew 24. (Remember,
the tribulation during the Dark Ages was
merely a forerunner of this AGE-END
GREAT TRIBULATION) Notice verse
29, of Matthew 24: "IMMEDIATELY
AFTER the tribulation of those days
shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven, and the
powers of the heavens shall be
shaken."
First comes the Tribulation; then
supernatural signs; then the Day of the
Lord. Notice this same sequence
described in Revelation 6:12-17. In this
scripture the Day of the Eternal is the
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Day of God's WRATH.

DAY OF THE ETERNAL shall fall upon
them. That is the time of GOD'S wrath.

" PEACE!" to be Proclaimed
Great Tribulation Comes First
Now notice an amazing fact, revealed
by a New Testament prophecy - a fact
very few have grasped! It is found in I
Thes. 5:1 - 3.
"But of the times and the seasons,
brethren" - notice that Paul is writing to
the "brethren" - "ye have no need that I
write unto you. For yourselves know
perfectly that THE DAY OF THE LORD
so cometh as a thief in the night."
Paul is not speaking of the second
coming of Christ, but of the "day of the
Lord" - the time of the DESTRUCTION
God will send upon sinners to separate
them from their sins. Now continue the
prophecy:
"For when they" - the word "they" refers
to the leaders and rulers of the world.
Paul is writing to the brethren about the
affairs of this present world - "when
they shall say PEACE and safety; then
sudden DESTRUCTION cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with
child; and they shall not escape.”
Notice. It shall come suddenly,
unexpectedly. It is the time prophesied
by Isaiah: "Howl ye: for the DAY OF
THE ETERNAL is at hand; it shall come
as a destruction from the Almighty . .
Behold the DAY OF THE ETERNAL
cometh, cruel both with WRATH and
fierce anger, to lay the land desolate:
and He shall destroy the sinners thereof
out of it. . . and I will punish the world for
their evil" (Isaiah 13:6-11).
First, "THEY" - the world rulers - shall
proclaim PEACE! and safety!
Just before the terrible DAY OF THE
LORD "Peace!" is to be proclaimed.
There shall be no real peace, but world
rulers shall proclaim it! And then what?
And then, as soon as PEACE is
proclaimed, then the sudden
DESTRUCTION of the plagues of the

The "Great Tribulation" must come
PRIOR to the DAY OF THE LORD.
Immediately after the Tribulation, said
Jesus, the terrible supernatural signs
shall occur - in the sun, the moon, the
stars, earthquakes, tidal waves,
convulsions of nature. These
catastrophic occurrences in nature are
to occur before the DAY OF THE
ETERNAL (Joel 2:31).
But what is the "Great Tribulation''?
Most people have taken it for granted
that the Tribulation is the time of God's
wrath - the DAY OF THE ETERNAL.
But it is not. It precedes the Day of the
Eternal.
Jesus' Olivet prophecy explains it. This
prophecy reveals the succession of
events up to now. The disciples had
asked Jesus what would be the sign of
His coming, and of the end of the age
(Mat. 24:3). And He had replied that
first would come false preachers
proclaiming a false gospel, yet coming
in the name of Christ; then wars
culminating in the present series of
World Wars and the Cold War kingdom and nation against one
another; third, famines; fourth,
pestilences. These are just beginning to
stalk the world.
"All these," said Jesus, "are the
beginning of sorrows." Then what next?
"Then shall they deliver you up to be
afflicted, and shall kill you," Jesus
foretold. "And ye shall be hated of all
nations for my name's sake" (Mat.
24:9).
Notice, Jesus used two pronouns "THEY" and "YOU." "Then THEY shall
deliver YOU up to be afflicted, and shall
KILL you." Remember this: In New
Testament language the pronoun
"YOU," unless otherwise clearly
defined, refers either to truly converted

CHRISTIANS, or to NATIONAL Israel
or Judah, or to both Christians and
Judah or Israel. If it is speaking
spiritually and individually, the pronoun
"YOU" refers to those who are truly
begotten children of God. If the context
is speaking nationally, it refers to Israel,
or Judah, or both.
In this particular case, comparison with
the account in Mark 13 and Luke 21
makes it evident that Jesus used this
pronoun in a DUAL sense, including
both Spirit-begotten CHRISTIANS and
flesh-born Israelites as nations!
The limited national trouble which befell
Judah in 70 A.D. was merely the early
type and forerunner of the great
NATIONAL invasion and captivity YET
to occur.
This is described more plainly in
modern English in the Moffatt
translation of Luke's account of this
same prophecy: "For sore anguish will
come upon the land and wrath upon
this people; they will fall by the edge of
the sword, they will be carried prisoners
to all nations, and Jerusalem will be
under the heel of the Gentiles TILL the
Times of the Gentiles expire" (Luke
21:23-24).
This is speaking of WAR - of national
invasion and captivity. The CLIMACTIC
MAJOR fulfillment of this prophecy is
YET to occur, just shortly before the
Day of the Eternal's WRATH.
This is speaking of the final GREAT
Tribulation. It will be a time of WAR and
national INVASION and CAPTIVITY of
God's nation ISRAEL. Not Judah alone!
These prophecies refer not only to
Christians, but to the so-called LOST
TEN TRIBES OF ISRAEL - the
American and British peoples, the
democracies of Northwest Europe! If
you don't know where the United States
and Great Britain are mentioned in
prophecy, write immediately for my
FREE booklet "The UNITED STATES
and the BRITISH COMMONWEALTH
in Prophecy."
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The Great Tribulation is not, as so
many erroneously assume, the time of
God's wrath. It is the time of Satan's
wrath. The Great Tribulation is Satan's
last persecution and martyrdom against
the true begotten sons of GOD.
Jerusalem Surrounded with Armies
Notice that the tribulation, the next
prophesied major occurrence, is to
come when "ye therefore shall see the
abomination of desolation spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy
place" (Mat. 24:15). This is described in
Luke's account of this same prophecy
as "Jerusalem compassed with armies"
which is a sign that the city's desolation
is near (Luke 21:20). It is described in
Daniel 11 as the armies of the coming
fascist revival of the Roman Empire
invading Palestine!
So, together with the martyrdom of
Christians and the invasion of America,
the British Isles and the democratic
nations of Northwest Europe, there will
be an invasion of Palestine and the
Near East. This will be the first round of
WORLD WAR III!
When our people - who are called
war-mongers by the Gentiles - have
been defeated and taken into slavery,
then the Gentiles will be proclaiming
"PEACE!" But there will be no real
peace! Notice what happens after the
three and one-half years of tribulation
when the Gentiles will be deluded into
thinking "peace" and "safety".
For Satan's fiendish persecution and
martyrdom of God's saints, GOD shall
take vengeance. God will step in and
supernaturally intervene.
First, as a WARNING, shall come the
terrible SIGNS! - signs in the sun, the
moon, the stars - the convulsions of the
earth and the heavens (Mat. 24:29).
And then shall follow the DAY OF THE
LORD!
The DAY OF THE ETERNAL will
quickly come - the time of God's wrath the time of the PLAGUES.

The "trumpet" plagues and the "seven
last plagues" are God's judgment upon
the great ecclesiastical empire ruled by
the false prophet. This false system is
the power which caused the martyrdom
of saints in ages past; this is the power
that will line up with the revival of the
Roman Empire in Europe and will
cause the coming martyrdom!

supernatural powers shall be permitted
to warn the world of what is then
coming. And after three and one-half
years, even they shall be killed and
their bodies lie unburied three and a
half days in the streets of Jerusalem
(Rev. 11:3-10).

TEN Nations to Unite in Europe

"These" - these newly crowned kings
forming the revived Roman Empire "shall make war with the Lamb, and the
Lamb shall overcome them: for He is
the Lord of lords, and King of kings"
(Rev. 17:14).

This great ecclesiastical system is
pictured as a fallen woman astride the
"beast." This woman is called
"BABYLON (Rev. 17: 5). She is
"drunken with the blood of the saints,
and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus" (verse 6). She CAUSES them to
be killed by pronouncing sentence
(Rev. 13:15).
The "beast" which the woman rides is
the Roman Empire. All students of
prophecy recognize that. Even the
Roman Catholic Douay Version gives
this in a footnote.
The empire was, and is not (verse 6),
but shall be brought back into being
once again. It shall be accomplished by
a UNION of TEN DICTATORS who will
be given authority as kings for a very
short time. This is explained in verses
12 and 13. These fascist dictators, with
their armies, will be under the direction
of a great Church-State coalition now
being plotted in Europe! Now let's
continue.
The fascist armies, remember, will have
poured into Palestine. When tidings of
an impending Russian invasion of
Europe frighten the coming United
States of Europe, the "beast" - the
future fascist dictator in Europe - and
the "false prophet" - his religious
consort - will rush plans to set up the
tabernacle and the palace in Palestine
(Dan. 11:41, 45). Their headquarters
will be moved there.
During their reign, the true Word of God
will not he permitted to be preached
(Amos 8:11). After the tribulation only
God's ''two witnesses," inspired with

And now notice!

Christ is the "Lamb." But He does not
appear as "Lord of lords, and King of
kings" until His SECOND COMING!

Then Comes God's Wrath
Jesus shall come at the outpouring of
the seven last plagues of the DAY OF
THE LORD - the very climax of the
great and terrible "day." He shall come
at the time when God's final judgments
are being poured out upon this
fornicating ecclesiastical system.
At that time Jesus Christ shall return to
RULE! "The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of His Christ; and HE SHALL REIGN
FOREVER!" ( Rev 11:15).
Christ is the STONE, then smiting the
entire rotten Gentile political
ecclesiastical system on the "TOES" of
the "image" (of Daniel 2), and the
KINGDOM OF GOD shall rule this earth
and finally bring REAL PEACE, and
happiness and JOY to a sin-sick,
war-weary earth!
But the "beast" and the "false prophet"
shall FIGHT against Christ! They shall
fight desperately to retain their foul
system.
And the BATTLE that ensues in this
struggle to see whether MAN or GOD
shall rule the earth for the next
THOUSAND YEARS is the BATTLE
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OF THE GREAT DAY OF GOD
ALMIGHTY - often misnamed
"Armageddon." The armies which
gather at "Armageddon" proceed to
battle and fight Christ in the environs of
Jerusalem.
Who shall fight whom? Will Russia and
China and their communist allies fight
against the British and American armies
in this battle? No! Nowhere is one word
said in prophecy to give such an idea.
Note it! "And I saw the beast [the
coming fascist dictator in Europe] and
the kings of the earth [his allies], and
their armies, gathered together to make
war against" - AGAINST WHOM? Not
Britain and America! NOT Israel! - for
they have already been conquered by
this revival of a fascist Roman Empire.
But against HIM THAT SAT ON THE
HORSE [Christ] and his army" (Rev.
19:19).

And who composes His army? Note
verse 14: "And the armies which were in
HEAVEN followed Him upon white
horses.'' Shall the British and American
armies go up to heaven? No! Our
people, young and old, are in slavery
and await the return of Christ to
DELIVER them.
Then who compose these armies? Just
one Scripture tells: "When the Son of
man shall come in His glory, and all the
holy angels with Him . . ." (Mat. 25:31).
The HOLY ANGELS from heaven are
Christ's army! A SPIRITUAL host is
coming to take over! It is CHRIST and
the ANGELS that fight the willful
rebellion of mortal men.
"And the beast was taken, and with him
the false prophet . . . These both were
cast alive into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone" (Rev. 19:20).

THAT is the "BATTLE of the Great Day
of God Almighty!" That is the battle
popularly misnamed "Armageddon"!
It shall mark the turning point in history the beginning of PEACE - real PEACE
on earth, and good will toward men!
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In this
section we are providing
sermon summaries. These are
BRIEF OUTLINES ONLY! You should
refer back to the audio tapes for
the full messages.

We can find out more about her in
Proverbs 9.

The Truth about RELIGION!
By Jim Mortensen
Why do human beings have such
difficulty in TRUSTING God? Because
He is not visible? Or because we cannot
hear Him?
What part does RELIGION play?
You may be surprised to know that all
religion is DECEPTION! The Almighty
God does NOT sponsor religion!
ALL religion has a different god behind it.
Satan is the real author of religion. It
makes it easier for him to DECEIVE!
TRUTH is not a religious matter. All
religion is actually pagan! It is not based
on TRUTH.
In Acts 19:9,23 we read of “THE WAY”.
God presents us with a WAY OF LIFE —
not a way of organised religion.
RELIGION is a major part of this world’s
society and culture. In Proverbs 7 we
read: “Say to Wisdom, ‘You are my
sister,’ and call understanding your
nearest kin, that they may keep you from
the immoral woman, from the seductress
who flatters with her words”, verses 4-5.
A symbol of a woman in Scripture
represents a church. An immoral
woman — or seductress — pictures a
false church — the power of RELIGION.
She preaches words of flattery. We

need wisdom and understanding to
protect ourselves.
Proverbs 7 describes the fate of “the
simple ... a young man devoid of
understanding”. This seductive religion
“caught him and kissed him ... with her
enticing speech she caused him to yield,
with her flattering lips she seduced him”,
verses 13-21. His fate? “Immediately he
went after her, as an ox to the slaughter
... as a bird hastens to the snare, he did
not know it would TAKE HIS LIFE”.
This is happening IN THE CHURCH!
The simple — the spiritual weak ones —
are being flattered and seduced by
spiritual prostitutes. Organised religion
is going after them. Their eternal lives
are at stake! Proverbs 7:26 says she
has cast down MANY wounded, and that
even some strong men in God’s church
have been slain by her. “Her house is the
WAY TO HELL, descending to the
chambers of death”, verse 27.
We need to clearly realise that we are
now having OUR ONLY
OPPORTUNITY. We either make it
into God’s Kingdom, or we will be in the
third resurrection — to hellfire and
eternal death! Organised religion is
deadly to us!
Revelation 12 tell us of another woman,
who represents God’s TRUE CHURCH.

This woman has built a home, and
prepared a special feast, Proverbs 9:1-2.
“She cries out from the highest places of
the city, ‘Whoever is simple, let him turn
in here!’ As for him who lacks
understanding, she says to him ...
‘Forsake foolishness AND LIVE, and go
in the way of understanding’”, verses
3-6.
This woman, or church, offers the way to
life. Proverbs 9:8-9 tells us that a
wise man (a truly converted person) will
accept instruction and “will increase in
learning”. He will thank you for showing
him where he can improve his life. But a
scoffer will hate correction.
“And the FEAR OF THE LORD is the
very beginning of wisdom”, verse 10. It
takes a humble attitude — willing to be
corrected — if we want to learn God’s
Truth.
The number one problem in the
Worldwide Church of God was that it

A Jewish family prays by the Wailing
Wall in Jerusalem — but does ANY
RELIGION reveal the WAY OF GOD?
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was JUST A RELIGION to most people
(certainly to over 50% of them). They
were just “playing church”. They were
not committed to a way of life.
Revelation 16 paints a picture of what
lies ahead for some people. We read
of the seven vials or bowls of God’s
wrath.
In verse 2 we read of the loathsome
plague that falls on those who had the
mark of the beast. The purpose of these
plagues is to encourage repentance.
Verses 3 and 4 tell us of the sea and
rivers becoming blood. In verse 8 we
read of men being scorched with heat as
temperatures soar to excruciating levels.
And, in verses 12-16, we read of the
world’s armies gathering at Armageddon
for the battle of the great day of God
Almighty.
But note verse 15 carefully. “Behold, I
am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who
watches, and keeps his garments, lest
he walk naked and they see his shame”.
This verse is in red letters in many
Bibles. Jesus is giving special
encouragement and counsel to those
who are repenting during these final
plagues. They need to keep their
garments — or righteousness — and not
let themselves be found spiritually
naked.
This reminds us of Revelation 3:18,
which tells of the need to buy “white
garments, that you may be clothed, that
the shame of your nakedness may not
be revealed”.
We need to be clothed in righteous
garments. Is someone today trying to
take the garments of righteousness
from us? Are some trying to teach us
that it is all right to attend services on
Sunday; that it is all right to divorce and
remarry?
RELIGION is taking the people of God
away from the Truth. If you think of
God’s WAY OF LIFE as a religion, you
will be seduced, and taken to “the
chambers of death”!

Recorded August 2000.

The Wheat and the Tares
by Don Roth

Acts 20 records the occasion when the
apostle Paul called the elders from
Ephesus together, and preached his
final farewell. He had taught them the
whole counsel of God, but now had a
sobering warning.

and Alexander as two who had “suffered
shipwreck” of their faith.

“Therefore TAKE HEED to yourselves
and to all the flock, among which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the Church of God which He
purchased with His own blood. For I
know this, that after my departure
savage wolves will come in among you,
not sparing the flock. Also from AMONG
YOURSELVES men will rise up,
speaking perverse things, to draw away
the disciples after themselves”, verses
28-30.

The answer is in the parable of the
wheat and tares, in Matthew 13. Let’s
look at this more closely.

The Church members “all wept freely,
and fell on Paul's neck and kissed him,
sorrowing most of all for the words which
he spoke, that they would see his face
no more”, verse 38. It was Paul’s
PERSONALITY — his leadership — that
helped to keep them all together up to
that time. Just as in our day, it was the
personality of Mr. Herbert Armstrong
that held things together for so long. But
after his death, or departure, many false
teachers have arisen, and many
brethren have fallen away.
Paul left Timothy in Ephesus, and gave
him clear instructions on what to expect.
“ ... remain in Ephesus that you may
charge some that they TEACH no other
doctrine, nor give heed to fables and
endless genealogies, which cause
disputes rather than godly edification ...
some, having strayed, have turned aside
to idle talk, desiring to be teachers of the
law, understanding neither what they
say nor the things which they affirm”,
verses 3-7. Paul identified Hymenaeus

How did Paul KNOW that there would be
such deception even from among the
elders of the Church?

First, realise that not all parables deal
purely with end-time events. Some
parables, such as this one, deal with
circumstances that are to be found
throughout ALL AGES of the Church.
In Matthew 13:24-30 we read:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a man
who sowed good seed in his field; but
while men slept, his enemy came and
SOWED TARES among the wheat and
went his way. But when the grain had
sprouted and produced a crop, then the
tares also appeared”. The owner of the
field realised an enemy had done this,
and instructed his servants, “Let both
grow together until the harvest, and AT
THE TIME OF THE HARVEST I will say
to the reapers, ‘First gather together the
tares and bind them in bundles to burn
them, but gather the wheat into my
barn’".
Notice that you can’t tell the difference
between the wheat and the tares “early
on”. Only at or near harvest time!
The tares have always been in the
Church. They were NOT planted by
God. They were not CALLED by the
Father.
Jesus explains the parable:
“He who sows the good seed is the Son
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of Man. The field is the world, the good
seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but
THE TARES are the sons of the wicked
one. The enemy who sowed them is the
devil, the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are the angels.
Therefore as the tares are gathered and
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end
of this age. The Son of Man will send out
His angels, and they will gather out of His
kingdom all things that offend, and those
who practice lawlessness, and will cast
them into the furnace of fire. There will be
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father,” verses 38-43.
Notice that the servants are not permitted
to gather the tares. That job is given to
THE REAPERS (which verse 41 tells us
are the angels). And why are they
bundled up? In order to burn them — at
a FUTURE TIME.
It’s easy to tell the wheat and the tares
apart once the fruit appears. The
difficulty is when they are still growing
together side by side.
When is the wheat harvested? When it
is “dead”. And you don’t see the fruit
appearing till towards the end of its life.
Some people think the tares are to be
burned up AT THE RETURN OF
CHRIST. We certainly read in
Revelation 19:20 of the Beast and the
False Prophet being cast into the lake of
fire at that time. Is this when the tares are
to be burned too?
No! The tares have existed throughout
ALL of the ages of the Church —
generation after generation. In
Revelation 20:4-5 we read of how the
first resurrection is for the saints ONLY
— those who live and reign with Christ
for one thousand years, “But the REST
OF THE DEAD lived not again until the
thousand years were finished”. So,
clearly, the tares will not be raised up
until AFTER the Millennium is over!

out to “go into the highways, and as
many as you find, invite to the wedding.
So those servants went out into the
highways and gathered together all
whom they found, both bad and good.
And the wedding hall was filled with
guests”. But when the king arrived, he
saw a man who did not have on a
wedding garment — and who had no
excuse. So “the king said to the
servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take
him away, and cast him into OUTER
DARKNESS; there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth’”.
See also the parable of the talents, In
Matthew 25:14-30. The man who was
given five talents got busy, and made
another five talents. The man with two
talents used his abilities to get another
two talents. But the man who was given
one talent hid it in the ground, and
produced nothing extra for his master.
The master’s response to the “wicked
and lazy servant” was “take the talent
from him, and give it to him who has ten
talents ... and cast the unprofitable
servant into the OUTER DARKNESS.
There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

So, like the apostle Paul, we can know
from Scripture that Satan has planted
tares in the Church. Does this mean that
we should be scrutinising the brethren to
see if we can identify the tares? No! We
can’t even tell the difference until near
the end of someone’s life!
We can safely leave this all to God and
His “reapers”. He will take care of it at
the right time!
Our priority should be looking at our own
characters. We need to be examining
OURSELVES, not other people. Let’s
ensure that WE are walking in the faith!

Recorded January 1999

Thought for March

Notice in both of these parables that the
wicked are cast into OUTER DARKNESS
— not into the fire! The fire comes
LATER! They are reserved in outer
darkness UNTIL the time comes from
them to be burned up.
And WHEN does that happen?
Revelation 20:11-15 tells us of the
SECOND and THIRD resurrections. Of
the third resurrection we read, “The sea
gave up the dead who were in it, and
Death and Hades delivered up the dead
who were in them. And they were judged,
each one according to his works. Then
Death and Hades were cast into the lake
of fire. This is the second death. And
ANYONE not found written in the Book of
Life was cast into THE LAKE OF FIRE”.
This is when the tares are burned up!
Malachi 4:1 describes the same event:

In Matthew 22:1-14 we read of the
parable of the wedding feast. Many who
were invited to the wedding refused to
come, and eventually servants were sent

day which is coming shall BURN THEM
UP," says the LORD of hosts, "that will
leave them neither root nor branch”. The
wicked will then be ashes under the feet
of the saints.

“For behold, the day is coming, burning
like an oven, and all the proud, yes, all
who do wickedly will be stubble. And the

WATCH, STAND
FAST in the faith,
be brave, be
strong!

1 COR 16:13

Bible Bulletin March 2001 Page 9

n
e
r
h
t
e
r
B
e
h
t
o
t
A Letter
by Herbert W Armstrong

Back in 1957 Mr Herbert Armstrong wrote this letter to welcome newly
baptised brethren into God’s Church. He gave them much needed
ADVICE on Christian living. In these latter days when many have left
their FIRST LOVE, the advice is still very relevant to US ALL!
GREETINGS! newly baptized Brethren
in Christ Jesus:
This year again there is joy and rejoicing
among the angels over your repentance
and having been begotten to a lively
hope as CHILDREN OF GOD thru Jesus
Christ our Lord!
And there is new joy in the hearts of ALL
our true brethren and co-workers in
Christ over your recent conversion from
the desires and will of the flesh and the
ways and customs of the world, to the
government of God in your life now, that
you may have reward in His Kingdom at
the coming of Christ, in the World
Tomorrow!
You will Meet Trials
You have entered upon a new life -- a
life of great happiness and joy -- a life to
continue FOREVER -- yet, in this
present evil world it will not be an easy
life.
As a matter of fact you have left behind
the "easy way" -- the popular, broad
road that leads to destruction. You have
passed the cross-roads and turned off
onto the narrow, rutty, bumpy, rocky and
HARD and DIFFICULT road which very
few people in this world ever are willing
to enter -- but which leads to SUCCESS,
to USEFULNESS, to HAPPINESS, JOY
and ETERNAL LIFE.

It leads to rewards -- not of idleness and
ease, but to usefulness and service and
accomplishment and success -- so great
that I know your mind can't possibly
grasp it, now.
BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO PAY THE
PRICE! It won't come easy!
All your temptations, trials, persecutions
and hardships will come from OTHER
PEOPLE -- or from the devil -- or from
the consequences of sin, which means
violations of God's laws and ways. You
must remember you still have to live IN a
world organized and living in disregard
of God's laws -- a world governed by the
sway of Satan, and according to the
impulses of pride and vanity, the lusts of
the flesh, and the greed and tempers of
human nature.
If you were still OF this world, the world
would love its own. But because you
have renounced this world and its ways,
and are no longer OF it, the world will
hate you, persecute you, turn against
you, even as it hated and persecuted
your Saviour before you.
Why You Must Suffer
"My PEACE I give unto you ... that my
JOY might remain in you, AND THAT
YOUR JOY MIGHT BE FULL," said
Jesus. "These things have I spoken unto
you that IN ME ye might have PEACE.
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but

be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world."
You will meet many afflictions -- trials,
tests, troubles -- even more than before.
But, if you trust in Him, the Eternal will
deliver you out of them ALL (Psalm
34:19). ALL who will live Godly in Jesus
Christ shall suffer persecution (II Tim.
3:12).
But WHY? Because God has called you
to surrender your life to HIM -- to GIVE
your life into HIS HANDS -- that He may
transform you into a perfect, holy,
righteous CHARACTER. God is
CREATOR! And now, with your consent,
according to your own free will, you have
placed yourself in His Hands to
CHANGE you -- to CREATE out of you
the Supreme Masterpiece of all His
Creation!
What Is Character?
And CHARACTER means
SELF-DIRECTION, WITH GOD'S
HELP, INTO GOD'S WAY OF LIFE.
You'll find it is a new and different way of
life from the way you have lived up to
now. It means SELF-DENIAL! It means
SELF-DISCIPLINE! It means resisting
all that is evil or wrong in your nature. It
means BREAKING UP WRONG
HABITS -- rooting them out of your life -and instilling into your life NEW habits -AND MAKING THESE NEWER RIGHT
WAYS FIXED HABIT.
This is not easy. It takes WILL POWER.
It requires DETERMINATION.
Besides all this, God will permit trials
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and tests to come upon you -- severe
problems. He will permit
CIRCUMSTANCES to drive you to HIM
for HELP -- for deliverance! You may
soon think no one in the world is
troubled like you are. You will begin to
wonder why you have greater trouble to
face than anyone else on earth -- not
realizing that all other real Christians are
going thru the same tests! Perhaps
closest relatives will turn against you,
probably because of the Word of God -the TRUTH you have embraced and
started to live.

written PROMISE to deliver you from
every danger, trouble, or trial -- IF YOU
CALL ON HIM, OBEY HIM AND RELY
ON HIM!

But, if you learn the lesson of FAITH -and if you have PATIENCE -- you may
KNOW that you will be delivered out of
every trouble that comes up. God has
PROMISED to deliver you from every
trial -- IF you obey and trust Him.

Think of what that means!

You see, you are now His very own child
-- actually begotten of Him just as much
as you were begotten of your human
father. When God gave you the precious
gift of His Holy Spirit -- placed His Spirit
within you to renew your mind, give you
a sounder, more understanding mind, fill
you with His love, faith, patience, power,
goodness -- His own character. In short,
you became an actual begotten SON -or daughter -- of God. Not merely a
creature or being He created -- but His
very own child, actually begotten of Him
by HIS seed, so to speak -- His SPIRIT,
entering within you. He is now YOUR
FATHER! NOT figuratively, but actually
-- REALLY!
Now you can go to Him just as any child
can go to his father, for counsel and
advice, for wisdom, for correction, for
HELP in any time of need.
Would a good human father deny his
own child any good thing the child might
really need? Neither will your heavenly
Father deny you anything that is really
for your good. If a human father heard
the screams of his child, ran and found
his child imprisoned in a burning
building, would he break inside and
rescue his child from danger? Your
heavenly Father has given you His

Since you are now a real begotten child
of God -- now one of the FAMILY of
God, which is His true Church -- you are
one of His heirs. Angels are not sons,
but servants. And a servant is not an heir
like a son. You are now a co-heir with
Christ, to inherit, with Him, ALL THINGS
-- eternal life, this earth as an everlasting
possession, eternal happiness and joy!

But we are now only heirs -- only
BEGOTTEN sons. And just as it was
necessary for us to grow physically from
the time we were begotten in our
mothers' wombs until we developed
ready to be born, finally separated from
the dependence on the mother for
nourishment and sustenance and
coming into individual and separate
existence, so the begotten spiritual
infant must grow and develop spiritually,
being fed the spiritual food, the Word of
God, by the Mother of us all, the true
Church, until, at the coming of Christ we
shall be CHANGED, finally BORN of
God, to have eternal life inherent in
ourselves, and to be actual
INHERITORS and POSSESSORS of
the wonderful Kingdom of God!
In order to GROW in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord (II Peter 3:18); in
order to develop spiritually and
overcome, and have perfected in you the
CHARACTER of God ready to be fully
BORN Of God, YOU MUST DO TWO
THINGS DAILY WITHOUT FAIL!
You must not only read, but eagerly,
earnestly STUDY the Word of God to
learn how to live -- you must live
according to God's teachings in His Bible
-- you must make it your guide for
everything you do. In this way, God talks
to YOU!
But you must also talk to Him! You must
go to a private place, alone with God,

and have long talks with Him -- yes,
EVERY DAY! Unburden your heart to
Him. Take all your problems, your
interests, your plans, your troubles to
Him. Talk over EVERYTHING with Him,
continually. Then, even when going
about your work -- when walking down
the street -- when driving your car, or
wherever you are or whatever you do,
talk with God as you work, or as you
drive or walk along. Go to a private
place, and kneel in prayer (on both
knees) as often as you can, and at least
once every day. But talk with God often
in between. PRAY WITHOUT
CEASING!
Keep close to Him. You can't afford to be
without the SECURITY of His constant
guidance and protection.

